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Press release
Gdynia, on 10 September 2007

Julian Skelnik of the Port of Gdansk named BPO new chairman

On 7 September 2007, the General Assembly of the Baltic Ports Organization (BPO), appointed Julian Skelnik, Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Port of Gdansk Authority SA, as new chairman of BPO. 
The Polish appointee has replaced his predecessor, Christel Wiman, CEO of the Ports of Stockholm, who has chaired the BPO since 2002. The south-east part of the Baltic is presently Europe’s most rapidly developing region, with the biggest growth in turnover and significant investment into infrastructure, while the ports’ hinterland is enjoying economic prosperity.

“For a long time now, the Nordic countries have been distinctly visible on the economic map of the Baltic Sea.” - says Christel Wiman. ”Nowadays, we can observe a big change in the economic map of the Baltic. As the economic growth is currently moving over to the South and the East, it is high time that we chose someone from that part of Europe to be the chairman of BPO. Julian Skelnik will suit this role splendidly.”

The BPO General Assembly was held at Grand Hotel in Sopot. It gathered nearly 100 port representatives, members of the organization. The Assembly was accompanied by a conference focusing on the position of the central and eastern European ports on the maritime map of the world. The event provided the ideal opportunity for gaining insight into the current problems and challenges to be faced by the Baltic ports in the era of growing competition and globalization. Delegates to the conference representing the Black Sea ports of Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey introduced selected ports on the Black Sea, their connections with the Baltic ports and perspectives for development.

Julian Skelnik has been Vice President of PGA SA Board of Directors and port Marketing Director since 2005. He graduated from the Gdansk University, where he earned a Master Degree in economics at the Faculty of Economics of Maritime Transport. He was previously working in the financial sector, yet he gained experience in the maritime trade. In 1992, he founded the Gdansk Pomerania Development Agency. For years now, he has been involved in social activity and, in 2003, he was awarded the Golden Cross of Merit for cultural activity. Since 2006, he has been member of the BPO Management Board and Gdansk representative to the European Sea Ports Organization (ESPO).

BPO comprises 50 biggest ports from 9 countries on the Baltic Sea. It was founded on 10 October 1991 in Copenhagen following the initiative of the seaports. The main objective of BPO activity is working towards an increased competitiveness of maritime transport in the Baltic Sea region through better efficiency and integration of the ports. Additionally, BPO is aiming at improving infrastructure, implementing advanced technologies in ports, protecting the environment, while cooperating with authorities and business organizations. The Port of Gdansk is the third port in the history of BPO with its representative chairing the organization. Over the first 10 years, the seat of the BPO chair and secretariat was located in Copenhagen and then in Stockholm. Since July 2006, the BPO secretariat has been operated by Actia Forum.
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